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nomination of Bajirao's son Balaji as first minister. The
king, however, was wise enough to see that for all his
skill as a hunter and his courage as a soldier, Raghuji
Bhosle was unfit to be Peshwa.

There was yet another candidate in the field, namely
Babuji Joshi, the brother-in-law of Bajirao and the husband
of Balaji's aunt Bhiubai. He was nothing more than a
successful business man and money-lender. But, like
Crassus, he fondly fancied his talents equal to any task.
Raghuji Bhosle gave him his support, intending to use him
as a mask for his own ambitions.

The chief objections to Balaji's elevation were the vast
debt left by his father and his own youth. Bajirao's
liabilities amounted to fourteen and a half lakhs. Those
he had borrowed from some thirty creditors at rates
varying from 12 to 30 per cent. The largest creditors
were Raglmnath Patwardhan, whose debt was three lakhs
and Brahmendraswami whose debt amounted to one lakh
and five thousand- Both of these were content to wait
lor their money. But Babuji Joshi to whom Bajirao had
owed but thirty-six thousand rupees, dunned Balaji merci-
lessly. To Balaji's rescue went Mahadji Purandare, who
paid Joshi in full. Balaji's youth was a no less serious
difficulty. The king and the men round him were all in
the evening of life. Balaji who was born on the 12th
December 1721, was only in his nineteenth year. But in
the East men mature early. He had been married to his
wife Gopikabai when only eight years old and had been
living with her for over a year. He had already dis-
tinguished himself in the war against the Sidis and had
been brought up under the care ol the wise and valiant
Chimnaji Appa. If he lacked the constructive genius of
Balaji Vishwanath and the more splendid talents of his
father Bajirao, ho was yet an able, resourceful and industrious
man. Above all, Shahu loved him like his own son. At
the instance of the Pratinidhi, who disliked Raghuji Bhosle
more than his Ohitpavan rival, king Shahu on the